370       To Sir Charles Haribury Williams     [1744
We expect news every day of the destruction of the Brest squadron, which Sir John Balchen3 has follow'd to Lisbon: they cant get into that harbour, for five of our men of war actually lie there: our fleet consists of twenty-eight sail, and theirs but of fourteen; it is not talking too English to conclude the victory ours ; is it ?
The Family* are gone a second time to Tunbridge, to retrieve what they lost there the week before. I saw George Selwyn sitting in his window tother day after dinner and stop'd to go up. He call'd out aloud, They are playing at Pharaoh. So they were, and the parson was tallying: they have never forgiven him this indiscretion.
My Lady Townshend has taken a room at Brompton to sleep in the air. After having had it eight days without having been there within six hours of the evening, she set out tother night with DorcasB, and moveables and household stuff, and unnecessaries enough to have staid there a fortnight. Night-shifts, and drops, and her supper in a silver saucepan, and a large piece of work to do, four books, paper, and two hundred crow quills. When she came there it was quite dark: she felt her way up to her bedchamber, felt she
Englishman, nor any Briton that is     of Prussia,    to   M.   D'Andrie,    his
zealous for the constitution of his     Minister at the British Court, in Gent.
Country, can possibly mistake the     Mag., 1744, vol. xiv, p. 427).
Equity of my Resolution [namely, to        3 John Balchen  (1670-1744), Ad-
supply his Imperial Majesty with a     miral of the White, 1743; Governor
good Part of my Troops, which are     of Greenwich Hospital, and knighted,
to serve him as auxiliaries], as he     April 1744.    On July 28 he was sent
may sufficiently convince himself of     to relieve a large fleet of store-ships,
it, by barely transporting on the     which was blockaded in the Tagus
Theatre of England, what now passes     by   a French  squadron  under the
on that of Germany ; that every true     Comte de Eochambeau.   The latter
English   Patriot   would look   with     withdrew to Cadiz,   and   Balchen,
Indignation upon all such Intrigues     after convoying the  store-ships to
as  should   be   carried   on   in   his     Gibraltar, returned homewards, bub
Country towards making the now     on Oct. 3 was caught in a violent
regnant Family to descend from the     storm in the Channel, and was lost
Throne,  in order to  establish  the     with his ship and all his men.
Pretender there, and would oppose        4 See above, note 9 on Letter 152*.
.all such practices with all his Power'         5 Her woman (see letter to Mon-
.(from A Rescript of his H. the Ring      tagu of Aug. 16,1746).is      after, supposed to have been kept a prisoner 1748 a Baronet in 1755, and was succeeded by his son, Peniston, who was created (1770) first Baron and (1781) Viscount Melbourne, in the peerage of Ireland.
